THE HUNDRED-HEADED HYDRA
enough to instil the notion of patriotism. Rebellion and
revolt were considered in some way as the exercise of a right
by men who had as yet no idea of national unity. For
Richelieu, who made the establishment of this unity the
work of his life, what they termed rebellion was treachery
and lese-majeste; but rare were those who understood him,
and this incomprehension explains the accusations of
cruelty, injustice, and odious misuse of illegal power,
which his adversaries directed against him.
Henri de Montmorency, Governor of Languedoc,
distant kinsman of Marie de Medici by his marriage with
Marie Felicie des Ursins, was one of the most illustrious,
brave, and charming amongst all the gentlemen of France.
He was not by nature hostile towards Richelieu. On the
contrary: when Louis xm appeared to be dying at Lyons,
and when his death would have delivered the Cardinal
into his enemies' hands, Henri de Montmorency had
offered him a refuge in his province. But he had allowed
himself to be influenced by his wife, and, after the Day of
Dupes, when Marie de Medici was exiled and Gaston
d3Orleans had to flee, it was not by the side of the King,
but beside his brother, that Montmorency ranged himself.
This was a disastrous decision, for Gaston d5Orleans
merited little sympathy, and still less confidence. Mont-
morency had accepted seriously the pretensions of Monsieur,
who had crossed the frontier in June, 1632, and marched
towards the Loire, shadowed by Schomberg and La Force.
Montmorency, seeing him in difficulties, tried to raise
Languedoc, and did not succeed; but with foolish temerity
he went with some troops to join Gaston d'Orleans. On
September i, 1632, an engagement took place at Gastel-
naudary; the royal forces, much superior in numbers,
routed their adversaries,  and Henri de Montmorency,
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